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PROCLAMATIONS

Proclamation 7062 of January 14, 1998

Suspension of Entry as Immigrants and Nonimmigrants of
Persons Who Are Members of the Military Junta in Sierra
Leone and Members of Their Families

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In light of the refusal of the military junta in de facto control in Sierra
Leone to permit the return to power of the democratically elected govern-
ment of that country, and in furtherance of United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1132 of October 8, 1997, I have determined that it is in the
foreign policy interests of the United States to suspend the entry into the
United States of aliens described in section 1 of this proclamation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, by the power vested in me
as President of the United States by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including sections 212(f) and 215 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act of 1952, as amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f) and 1185),
hereby find that the entry into the United States of aliens described in sec-
tion 1 of this proclamation, as immigrants or nonimmigrants would, except
as provided for in section 2 of this proclamation, be detrimental to the in-
terests of the United States. I do therefore proclaim that:

Section 1. The entry into the United States as immigrants and non-
immigrants of members of the military junta in Sierra Leone and members
of their families, is hereby suspended.

Sec. 2. Section 1 shall not apply with respect to any person otherwise cov-
ered by section 1 where the entry of such person would not be contrary
to the interests of the United States.
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Sec. 3. Persons covered by sections 1 and 2 shall be identified by the Sec-
retary of State.

Sec. 4. This proclamation is effective immediately and shall remain in ef-
fect until such time as the Secretary of State determines that it is no longer
necessary and should be terminated.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of State is hereby authorized to implement this proc-
lamation pursuant to such procedures as the Secretary of State may estab-
lish.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7063 of January 15, 1998

Religious Freedom Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The right to worship according to one’s own conscience is essential to our
dignity as human beings. Whatever our religious beliefs, they represent the
essence of our personal values and cannot be dictated to us. Recognizing
this truth, our founders made religious liberty the first freedom guaranteed
in the Bill of Rights. They wisely understood as well that in protecting the
free exercise of religion, we must also prohibit the establishment of religion
by the state.

Among the early European settlers who came to our shores were many
seeking to escape the religious compulsion and persecution they had en-
dured in the lands of their birth. William Penn, Roger Williams, and many
others would strive to make their settlements havens for freedom of con-
science, laying the foundation for the great tradition of religious liberty that
would ultimately find expression in the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. Since those early days, our continuing aspiration has been to banish
lingering prejudice and increase religious understanding and respect among
our people.

Today, millions of people of different faiths call America home. The
churches, synagogues, temples, mosques, and other houses of worship they
have built have become centers of community life and service and a source
of strength for our Nation. As our country becomes increasingly diverse, we
must reaffirm our efforts to reach out to one another and to see past our
differences to the values we hold in common.

My Administration is striving to enhance this climate of acceptance and re-
spect, bringing people together across lines of faith. Two years ago, with
the help of a broad coalition of religious and civic leaders, we created
guidelines clarifying the nature of religious expression permitted in our
public schools and reaffirming that America’s young people do not have to
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